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Nate Van Dyke

interview by Brian T Beavers

BomBING SCIENCE: How's m GoinG MNaE?

MA: I's cooo, Ma. I'M 1IN & GOOD MOooD BECALSE | SEMT
PV TAXES CFF T MY TAX LADY THEE MORMING (LATE LIKE LSUAL)
AND | AMA SITTIRGG AT & BAR WATH & PTCHER OF BEER, MY LAFTOP
AND THIS INTERWIEW. THINGS COULD BE WORSE. THAT'LL HAFFEM
WHEN | FIND QUT HOW WRICH OF B¥ 5LUSH FUND O’ Unecie
Sam wanTs.

B5: WHERE DD vou GROW UPY

ME: | WAz BORN AND RAEED IN Sam AMSELMO WHICH 15 IN
MormHERN CaurorRMIA. |T'S REHT MORTH OF THE (GOLDEN
Gar Beipge. | HOW RESIDE N Sam FrRAMCISCD WITH RY
GIRLFREND AND HER FOLIR-LEGGED OLD BITCH,

BS: How wWas THE ART SCEME THERET

MAB: THE amr sCEME 1N WARIN B & UTTLE CFFEREMT THAM IT 15
N SF In MagiN 1T 15 MORE OF THAT CRAF LIKE FAINTINGS OF
FLOWERS AND LANDSCAPES. THE TYFE OF WORK YOU CAN HANG
ABOVE WOUR CoUCH. T SCENE 1IN SF 15 PRETTY DIFFERenT, hi's &
YOUNG CROUND AND IT 15 AGGRESSIVELY GROWING, A GREATER
WARIETY OF WORE AND SUEIECTS FLY HERE IM THE CiTv. | STARTED
SHOWING MY WoRK 1N W amn wHEN | was vounGER BUT | G

A LOT MORE ATTEMTION WHEN | STARTED sHOWG 1IN 5F

BS: WhHar's THE LATEST AND GREATEST FoR ME?

M8: A rEw PINT OF BEER, FOR STARTERS, | MEAN, | HANE AMSWERED
THREE FULL QUESTIONS ALREADY. Mow 10 THE QUESTION. As OF
mcwd, | AW TAKING & BREAK OF FULL-TIME VIDED G&ME COMCERT
ART WORK, I'M FOCUSMG ON MY FREELAMCE, ART SHOWS AND
comic sooks. MY SHIT! It's essn & 107 oF FUN, Wy rocus
HAS BEEM THE COMIC BOxEs. I'M CURRENTLY PEMCILING AND
IMKING & FIVE-ESUE COMIC 800K RUN OF Jurassic Pars FoR
IDW Pususimc. | CAN HOW ADD DIND'S TG THE LIST OF THINGS
| TEMD TO CRaw. CHIMPS, SKULLS AND DING'S. IT's ComMING
ALCHG REALLY WELL. | SHOULD ACTUALLY BE WORKING QN T REGHT
MO BUT DECIDED 70 DRIMK REER AND [ THE BTERVIEW. HA)
'Ly GET Back 0 1T, I'W MORE OF & NIGHTIME ARTIST, ANYWAY.
ALl THAT AMD S0OME ART SHOWS IN THE WORKS,

BS: Poumcay, 5oL, ©R AESTHETIC, WHICH DIRECTION 15 YOAUR

WORK FOCIUSED IR, AND: IF IS ALL OR & FEW, WHY?
MA: THaT's & GREAT QUESTION. | WAS TALKING TD & FRIEND THE
OTHER DAY ARCLT HOW THERE ARE GEMERALLY ALL THESE MESSAGES

IM ART THAT OTHER PECQPLE MOST LIKELY WILL MEVER REALTE. | sy
DRAW & CHIMP WITH & CHAINSAW AND THE MOMSTER HE JUIST
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HACKED UF AMD ALL THEY SEE I5 THE CiOOL FACTOR WHICH 15 FINE.
WHAT THEY

COM'T REALEE IS T COULD BE MY COMMENT ON THE DRAS OF
SOCIETY AMD IT'S MEVER ENDIMG LUME OF SHIT YOU ARE DEALT
AMD MEED T3 DISPCEE OF OMLY TO MOVE OHTO THE MEKT PILE OF
SHIT. A VICIOUS, MEVER-EMDING CYCLE, |'M NOT OME OF THOSE
POLTICAL SUYS, | could CARE LES. As 1omMG A5 | HaVE THE
RIGHT OF FREEDCM OF EXPRESSION I'M A HAPPY MOTHERFUC KER,
THAT AND THE SALE OF BEER BEMG LEGAL AND I'm SET. I'D SAY
MY WORK COULD BE BOILED DOWN TO SOCIAL AND AESTHETEC
DIRECTICNS. | JUST HAPPEM TO FEEL THAT A MAD CHIMP 15 AN
MAESOME VEUAL AND SOCIAL AESTHIENG. THE 'WHOLE IDER
BEHIMDG THE CHIMP |5 THAT HE 15 THE =EVERY MANs. 30, THERE B
THE SCCIAL ASPECT. HE B YOU AND | BUT MORE OF A BLACK AND
WHITE VERSION. IWIMUS ALL OF THE GREY IMBETAEEN.

BS: WHO WERE WOUR MAJOR IMFLUENCES AND WHAT DRCWE YOU
[T ILLLISTRATICON AND BAINTING 7

ME: My Mom was AN ARTST AS WELL AS HER MOTHER.
Mty BMloM DID MARELE SCULPTURE AMD HER MOM PAINTED
OIL PORTRAMS. FROM WHAT | kMOW | AM AT LEAST A FOURTH
SEMERATICN ARTST 20 | WAS ALWAYS ARDUND ART. 30, | was
ALWAYS ARCUND ART AS & KID. MATURALLY | DREW WITH CRAYOMS
AND DECOVERED COMIC BOOKS AS A YOUTH. ALL | EVER WANTED
TO DO WHEM | WAS YOUMGER WAS TO DRAW COMICS. | NEVER
REALLY PERSUED «ILLLETRATION® AS A VOCATION BUT WHEN YOU
CAN DREW AMD DREH JUST ABOUT ANYTHNS YOU START GETTING
JOBS THAT MAY OR MAY NOT BE AROUND COMICS. COMICS,
MATURALLY DOM'T LY ALL THAT WELL BUT ILLUSTRATION GEMERALLY
COEs. | ACTUALLY STARTED DOING FREELAMCE ILLUSTRAKDH WHEILE
| Wis TILL 1M HESH SCHO0L, BERGRE Yol KROW 1T I'M MAKNG
A LVIMG A5 AN ILLUSTRATOR. | JUST KINDA FELL IMTC IT BECALEE...
| DRes. WHEN | was & KD OME OF MY EARLIEST INFLUBMCES Was
JoHH PoUMD WHO PAMTED A& LOT oF THE Garmast Pal Kios
CARDS. MY HEAD EXPLODED WHEN | DISCOWERED

THOSE. | DIDN'T THIMK THAT YOU WERE ALLOWED TO DRAW LIKE
THAT, UTERALLY. THAT WAS OME OF MY EARLIEST AMD BIGSEST
IMFLUEHCES Of MY ART.

BS: WHERE DO YOU DRAW YOUR INSPIRATION FROM T

ME (BREAK FOR REALLING BEER): I'M MOT ONE OF THOSE GUYS
WHO SCOUR THE WER FOR ARTISTS. THERE ARE THOSE

US| LIKEWHO COMTIMUE T3 INSPIRE. THERE ARE & LOT OF SUYS
WHO D ART ON THE COMPUTER KNCW AMD | DRAW ALMOST NG
IMFLUEMCE FROM THOSE SUYS. | STLL GET MSMRED BY THE SAME
auvs | ADMRED 15 vEARS A0, | CAM OPEN A CALVIN AND
HOBBES BONOK AMD BE HUMBLED IM THREE SECONDS. |'M INSPIRED
BY A LOT OF MY

FRIENDS. | THIMK | SET MAORE INSPIRED BY THE ART WHEM | KNOW
THE ARTEST BEHIND IT &1L, WHEN | GRE® UP | WaS REALLY NSPRED
BY SiMol BELEY, Mow THAT | AM BUDS WITH HIM AMD HEVE
STORIES FOR DAYS WITH THAT SUY FOR DAYS | HAVE GROWM AN
EVEN DEEPER APPRECIATION FOR HIS ART. | SUESS | DRAW MOST
OF MY [MSPIRATION FROM LVIMG AND THE CWM DEMONS M MY
HEAD. FRoM LIFE. SOUMDS CHEESY BUT IT'S TRUE.

BS: ARE THERE ANY ARTISTS OUTSDE OF YOUR REALM THAT YO4I
ADMIRET

MNE: 'L SWE THS ANSWER TO OME MAIN ARTST. | CouD ust
DCZENS BUT THEE AMSWER BELONGS TO JEAN LEOM (GEROME.
"NuFF saip|

BS: WHAT B YOUR OWERALL MESSAGET |5 THERE SOMETHING
YOU'RE TRYIMG TO COMVEY T

ME: «LIFE SUCKS, DRIME WHISKEY= . HAl JusT KIDDING. | Gues
IF | HAD T PEAR T DOWM TO OME MESSASE IT'S THAT LIFE |5 A
CONSTAMT STRUGSLIE, YOU MAY SE PASSED ONE HURDLE BUT
THERE IS ALWAYS AMOTHER OME WATIMG FOR ¥OU. LIFE JUST AINT
ALL THAT EASY.

BS: How Do wou STAY UNIGUE AND STAY TRUE TO YOURSELF A8
AM ARTET?

ME: ANCTHER SREAT QUESTION. | REMBWMEBER TRYING T2 FIND
& STYLE WHEM | was voUNG. TURNS OUT THAT STYLE HAPPENS
WHEM YOUI TRY THE LEAST. THERE WERE & LOT OF ARTISTS | STUDIED
WHEM | WAS YOUMSER AND COPIED BUT WHEN | STOPPED HEAVILY
LEKIMG AT THEIR STUFF AMD LOOKED OM THE IMSIDE 15 WHEM |
BECAME WHO | M. | SET & LOT OF PEOPLE WHO MARVE CWER
MY BLACK AND WHITE WORK. A LOT OF THAT WAS LEARMED HY
LODKING AT COMICS BUT THE EXTRA BIT OF IT THAT HAS MADE T
MY LK |5 WHAT CAME FROM INSIDE,

BS: WHAT'S YOUR FAVORITE MECIUM TO WORK [N AMD WHY?

ME: PEM AND 1K, | LOWE HOW STARK IT . | LOWE THE CHALLENGE
OF CREATING THE ILLUSION OF GREY WITH & PEN AND BRUSH.
PECPLE MAY RESPOMD T3 A PAINTING WITH BLUE M T BECAUSE
THEY LIKE THE COLOR BLLE BUT | AND THAT THE PEOPLE WHOS LIKE
BLACK AMD WHITE THE MOST ARE ARTISTS A% WELL AND THAT"S FIME
BY ME. | LOVE DETAIL "M & SEL-CERTIFIED OCD PEY AMD MK
DETAIL WHORE. | MAY TAKE 8 DIFFERENT PEMS AMD BRUSHES TO
CREATE OM PIECE. MAKIMNG & DRAWING WITH OME BALLPOINT PEM
15 & CAVEMAN WAY OF THOUSHT, WM& LA PEM AMD MK

BS: AITHOUSH BOMBINGECIENCE B MORE SRAFETHORMENTATES,
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YOUR WORK HAS A VERY STROMNG, BOAD, AND GRITY FEEL TO IT,
SMILAR TO SRAFFTL DO YOU DERIVE AMY STYLES, MEDIUME, OR
TECHNICIUES FROM GRAFATI?

ME: Yes, | Do, | ACTUALLY MAVE & BT OF HISTORY WITH
WHEATFASTIMNG. | KNCW MY WAY AROUND A SPRAY CAM BUT |
LIKE THAT ¥l CAN PUT HOURS INTO A DREEING AND BASTE UP A
POSTER IM SECONDS. | DON'T GO POSTERING A5 OFTEM AS | LSED
7O BUT | HAVE SOTIEN SOME FAME FROM WHAT UTTLE OF THAT |
HAVE DOME. REALLY GO0 GRAFF ARTISTS ARE A RARE BREED. THE
COLOR COMBMATIONS AMD TALEMT M THE WORLD OF GRAFF
SOMETHMG THAT DESERVES ATTENTION. "M BUDDIES WITH SABER
AMD THAT GUY HAS A BEAST OF A BRAIN. GREAT GUY TO KNOW
AND TALE ART WITH. | LOWE THAT KID AMD THE TIMES |'VE SHARED
WITH HIM.

BS: A LoT OF TIMES ARTETS CAM LOSE THEIR WAY OR SET A
BLOCK ON SOME CREATVE PROCESSES, AMD MEED T ET THEIR
JUICES FLOWING, WHAT KEEFS YOU HUMGHEY, WHAT KEEFS YOU

GOINGT

M&: Mam, | GET BLOCKED ALL OF THE TIME. FOR ME, IT'S MOT A
LACK OF IDEAS AS MUCH A5 IT CAN BE & LACK OF DRIVE. IT's AL
T EASY T S ET BURMT OUT. YOU CAM SPEND DAYS BUSTING HUTS
M A& PIECE AND THEM YU WAKE UP THE HEXT DAY AMD YOU ARE
SUPPCSED T RECREATE THAT LAST PIECE OMLY BETTER. WHAT KEEPS
ME SOING 15 THAT | CON'T KMNOW WHAT B.5E | WOULD BE DOING,
THE & wWHAT | 00, | DRAW. | THINK WHAT KEEPS ME REALLY GOING
B LOOKING AT OLDER WORK I'"VE BONE AND KMOWING THAT |
COULD DO A BETIER VEREON OF THAT PIECE TODAY. IT'S ORE
F THE SAME THIMGS THAT KEPT ME DRAWING AS A& KID. ASiDE
FROM DREAWING AMD EMJOYING IT | MOTICED | WAS BETTER THANM
THE REST OF MY CLATS AT . Y'OU HEVE TO SEE SOME SUCCERS
AT WHAT YU DO MO MATTER WHAT 1T 15, BE T DRAWING OR BE
T THAT ¥OU BEDWITLE & JEAMS JACKET LKE MOBODW ELSE. You
MEED SC5ME RE&ARD,

Be M OM THE INSIDE OR FROM YOUR PEERS. ASIDE FOR THAT... |
FEEL LKE I'VE GOT PEOPLE WAITIMG TO SEE WHAT | MAY DO MEXT
&MD | BEST BE DELWERING IT.

BS: AS FAR AS BEING ABLE TO PICK-UP NEW AND EXCITING
FREELAMCE PPORTUNITIES, WHAT Cx0 ¥OU THINK 15 YWOUR GREATEST
ASSET? EXPOSURET SELF-PROMOTIONT WORD-OFMOUTHT

ME: Havikg & WEBSTE. I'M MOT & GREAT SELF PROMOTER. I'LL
THL YOUI RISHT MOW THAT 95% OF MY FREELAMCE GIGS COME
TO ME THOUGH EMAIL. | DON'T G0 LODKING ALL THAT MUCH. |
TURM DCWM A LOT MORE THAM | ACTUALLY DO, | SET KIDS ASKING
ME HOW | LANDED @IGS UKE LEVI STRAUSS AND CLIENTS LIKE
THAT, TRUTH OF IT 15 THAT CLEMTS LIKE THAT COME AFIER A LONG

SMOWEALL OF G135, | DROW A& FIYER FOR A BAMD WHICH LED TO
THIS AND THAT ARD 50 OH. YOU DON'T JUST TEXT LEW STRaLEs
AMD ASK FOR WORK YOU EARN . IF ¥OU WANT TO SE INTO
THIS LIFE START WITH A& WEBSITE (MOT A FUCKING DEVIANTART SITE
BT A REAL FUCKING SITE) AND IT GOES FROM THERE. |F YOU GET
CERTAIN JOBS M'S BECALEE YOU HAVE THE CHOPS. SIMPLE. As.
THarT.

BS: WHAT S0ORT OF UPCOMING PROUECTS DO ¥OU HAVE IM THE
woRksT

M&: LIKE | MEMMOHED, |'M DRAING THE JURASSIC PARK COMIC
SERIES. ASDE FOR THAT IT'S ART SHOWS HERE AND THERE. | JusT
SENT & PIECE OFF TO BERUM YESTERDAY FOR AM ART SHOW LATER
THIS MORTH. THERE ARE ALSD A MUMBER OF OTHER PROJECTS I'M
MOT ALOUD TO SPEAK OF JUST YET. SOME BXCTING THIMGS. BesT
WAY TO KEP UP

WITH MY LATES 1 TO SO TO MY BLOS, | TRY TO UPDATE IT PRETTY
FTEM.

HTTR MV NDYKE. WORD PRESS.COMY
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S("llik a.k.a Caleb Neelon

Intarview by A Moharmrad

Born 1M 1978 1N BOSTON AND BASED IN MEKHBORING
CAMBRIDGE, CTALED 18 AM ARTIST, WRTER, AND EDUCATOR.
CALEE'S PAINTINGS AND MSTALLATION ARTWORE HAS APPCARED
M S0LO AND GROUP SHOWS IN VEMLES IN AMERICA AND
EuroPE, A5 MURALS ON WALS 1N KATHMAMDU, REVICMVIE,
Bermupa, CaLcuti, Sa0 Pauwo, AND Across EuRoPpe, as
WELL A5 IN DOZENS OF BOOKS, MAGAZINES, AND NEWSPAPES
ARCIUMD THE WORLD., HE 153 ©O-AUTHOR OF THE THAMES AND
Hucsom soock GRFAT Brasy aMD STRer WoORLD mROM
THAMES AND HUDSOH, ABRAMS AND CTHER INTERMATICMAL CiC=
ETING, AUTHOR AMD ILLUSTRATOR OF THE CHILDREN'S BODE,
Lisan Mares & Mame FoR HIMSELF, AND & COLLABORATOR
ON MEARLY & DOZEM OTHER BOOKS. HE 13 AN EDITOR AT THE
POPULAR CULTURE HARDEOUND BEMONTHY SWINDLE, AMD HAS
BEEM & COMTRIBUTING WRITER TO Tokon, PRINT, Jutarcz, On
THE G0, LEMOM, AND MANY OTHER MASHAZIMES AND JOURNALS,
HE HAS LECTURED AT SEVERAL INTERMATICMAL CONFEREMCES AND
FESTIWALS, A5 WELL A5 Harvaro Law ScHool, Baes Couese,
MoRTHEASTERN UNIVERSTY, AMD HIS ALMA MATER, THE HARVARD
(ZRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION. HE HAS WORKED WITH MANY
MTERMATIONAL CORPORATIONS AS A CREATWE COMSULTANT,
WRITER, AMD ARTIST. A MONOGRAPH OF HIS WoRk, CALER
MEecLon's Book OF AWESOME, 15 DUE OUT ROM GINGKD
Press Later 1M 2008, HE DELKES WINTER WEATHER,

Bomping SCIENCE: HoW LOMS HAVE YOO BEEN DOING GRAFATT
How oo vl START?Y

Calee: | STARTED M THE EARLY 19905 A% A BORED AND CREATIVE
TEEMA GER,

BS: WY DID v CHOOSE THE MAME SONIKT

CALEE: [T WoULD BE COMVEMENT IF THERE W ERE A BETTER STORY OF
MY GRAFAT MAME'S ORKSIN, BUT THERE 15H'T. [T"8 JUST SOMETHING
| SELECTED &3 & TEEMASER. |'M NOT PARTICULARLY ATIACHED TO T,
MY MAME & CALER MELSH. SOMIK DOES HAVE THE ADVANTASE
OF BEIMG & WORD THAT ANYORE IN THE WORLD CAN PRONOUNCE
EASILY, LIKE SoMy, Oy, of TovoTA. SINCE "CALER" SEEMS TO
BE MARD FOR A& RAIR CHUMK OF THE WORLD TO PROMOUMCE, 'S
HA KDY O HAVE AN AITERMATVE,

BS: How miD you START DOING MURALST

Catee: WELL, | 'WAs FASCIMATED WITH MURALS SINCE | WaAS & LITILE
KD, | KME# | WANTED T PAINT MURALS BEFORE | KMEW HOW
GRAFFM WORKED, $0 ALMOST A% 500N AS | STARTED TO RRIMT
SRAFFM, | TRED TO FISURE CUT HOW TO MELD THE TWD,

BS: WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORNE THIMGS TO WRITE ON'F
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SOMETHIMNG THAT ISN'T A WALL IN
THE MIDCLE OF MOWHERE THAT GETS PAINTED EVERY FEW DAYS.
Bur HORESTLY, | HEVE NOT BEEM ANYTHING CLOSE T AN ACTIVE
STREET PAINTER FOR THE FAST FEW YEARS. | MISS IT.

CAIER: SOMETHMEG MEH,

BS: ANy ryORTE PANT? NARKERS T
CALEE: WHATEVER 15 AVAILABLE,

BS: How wioulh ¥ou INTERPRET YOUR STYLE T WHO INFLUENCHD
¥YOU A% ¥OU STARTED UP YOUR STYLET

CALER: THROUGH MY TEENS | REALLY DIDN'T HAVE ANY WRITER
FRENDS OR RARTHMERS, 30 | WORKED ALOME. Evew arter |
STARTED T MEET MORE AND MORE FEORE, |'VE PAINED BY
MYSELF MORE THAM WITH PARTHERS THROUSH THE YEARS, AMD

| THME THAT'S DEAMMTEY HAD AM EFFECT OH WHAT | DO = OR
PERHAPS MY LACK OF HAVIMG A SET OF STEADY PARTMERS HAS
KEFT MY WORK CODKMNG IN TS OWN POT.  THAT SAID, I'VE ALSO
KMOWN & MUMBER OF PECPLE THAT HAVE INFLUBMCED, INSPIRED,
R OTHERWISE BEEN A CATALYST FOR SOMETHIMG TO CLICK IN W HAT
| b, SOME OF THEM ARE PECPLE I'VE PRINTED WITH, SOME
HAVE BEEM FRIENDS WHD | MEVER GOT AROUND TO PAINTING WTH.
05 GEMEDS WOULD BE AN BXAMPLE OF THE FORMER, ESPO THE
LATTER.

BS: How miD ¥ou START SOIMS SLOBALT

Cates; WY RAMILY MADE TRAVEL & PRIORITY, 30 | WaS RAIRLY
ACCUSTOMED TO GOING WHEREVER. BUT WHEM | REALZED THAT
| COULD PAMT WHEREVER | WENT, T UT & FIRE UNDCER ME AND
CREATED AN URGEMCY AND PURPCSE TO GOING EYERYWHERE
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| coun. How | DID T AMANCIALLY EARLY OM 'WAS TO LIVE
EITHER WITH MY MOTHER SR UKE & BUM O MY BUDDY'S COUCH,
MEVER HAD & CAR OF APARTMENT OR SERICUS GIRFRIEND TO
MAIMTAIN, AND WOULD WORK FOR & FEW MONTHS, BUILD UP A&
BIT OF MONEY, TREVEL SOMEWHERE, THEN COME BACK AND START
AGAIN. | HOPED THAT EVENTUALLY PEOPLE WOULD START FAYING
ME ARDUND T PLACES, AND IT SORT OF HAS, | HAVE A CAREER,
HOME, DOS AND WONDERFUL LOMS-TERM SIRURIEND, 50
PRESEMILY, HEADIMG OFF FOR MOMTHS AT A TIME AND RETURNING
BROKE IS NOT RESPONSIBLE, 50 T TAKES A UTTLE MORE PLAMMING.

BS: How HAS SRAFEM INFLUEMCED YOUR CAREERT
CAUE: N MORE WAYS THAM | COLLD POSSIBLY LEST HERE. [°LL TRY

AMD LIET A FEW, AND BESM BY SAYING WHAT | DO, WHICH |5 WRITE
BOOKS AND MAGAZME ARTICLES, TEACH, AND MAKE ARTHORE IN

= r - i}

BOTH FIME ART GALLERY AND COMMERCIAL COMNEXTS. WHE |
was 19 AND BESAN TO WRITE FOR MASAZINES LIKE 1202 PROPHET
AHD OH THE G0, THEY WERE THE ALL-IMPCRTANT FIRST PUBLISHED
PIECES THAT ANY ASPIRING WRITER (THAT'S WRITER OF TEXT, NOT
GRAFFTI) MEEDS. BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY, IT WASN'T BULLSHI
WORK, THERE WERE FAR FEWER SOURCES OF WRITEM INFORMATION
ABOUT SRAFET THEM THAM THERE ARE MOW, AND SOME OF THE
PIECES | @OT TO WRITE, UKE THE BRAZIL AND O)% GEMEDS FEATURE
| DI FoR 1202 HAD THE TASK OF INTRODUCING VERY [MPORTAMT
ARTISTS AND MOVEMENTS TO THE WIDER WORLD, "M INCREDIELY
THAMKFUL FOR THOSE OPPORTUMITIES. AS AM ARTIST, GRAFAT GAVE
ME A WAY TO ROAM AROUMD THE WORLD AMD DO MY THING IM
A BIG CREATIVE COMMUNITY THAT'S SONE ON TO GREAT THINGS.
WHEN | WANTED TCr STEP BACK FROM WHAT | WAS DOING A FEW
YEARS BACK, | DID MY GRADUATE DESREE WITH THE EXPRESSED
PURPCSE AND RESEARCH GCILESTION OF WHAT AND HOW YOUMG
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PECPLE LEARM WA CRAFFM. RIGHT OUT OF GRAD SCHOOL |
G0OT TO WORK OM THE GRAFAT BRASIL BOOK AMD S#IMDLE
MazAZINE. SINCE THEM, THE WRITING AND ARWORE |'VE DONE
HAS ESSENTIALLY KEPT THAT SAME PROGRESHOM, BUT I'VE TRIED TO
KEEF BROADEMIMG MY OWM SUBJECT AREAS. SO WHILE & LOT
OF WHAT | WORK IN OR WRIE ABOUT HOW HAS MOTHIMG TO DO
WITH GRAFFTI, SRAFAT WAS 1M A WAY THE POINT OF ACCES FOR
IT = AND JUST AS IMPORTANT, AN ASTONISHMG MUMEER OF THE
PECPLE | WORK WITH HAVE A BACHSROUND IN SRAFATI AS OME
OF THEIR COMMON THREADS,

BS: A5 AN EDUCATOR, CAN YOU EXPLAIN HOW YOU INCORPORATE
GRAFFMTI INTO YOUR LESSON PLAMST SOME EXAMPEST Do THE
STUDENTS SET REALLY IMTC ITF

CAEE: I'LL B¥PLAIN OME EXAMPLE HERE. ONE PROJECT THAT
| DO RAIRLY OFTEM 15 A LETERING WORKSHOP WITH MIDDLE
SCHOOL-ASED K0S, ROUSHLY AcEs 11-13. | TEACH WIDS HOW
T DRAY VERY BASIC BLOCK AND SOFTE LETIERS WITH & VARIETY
of 3Ds: stamparD eow 30, vaMsHING poiNT 30, AND DROP
SHADCW. THESE ARE BASICALLY EXERCISES IM PERSPECTIVE, AMD
IM MANY WAYS | FEEL THAT DRAWIMNG LETTERS LIKE THIS CFFERS
A BETTER DEMOMSTRATION OF UMDERSTAMDIMG OF PERSPECTIVE
THAM DOING ARCHITECTURAL DRAEWINGS, WHCH 15 OFIEM HOW
PERSPECTVE 15 TaUGHT. DRAWING LETERS 1S AN ABSTRACT
EXERCEE; YUl CAM'T COMPARE THE R YOU DREW TO A “Real’
30 R, WHEREAS ¥OU CAM COMPARE THE BUILDING YOU DREW T
A REAL BUILDIMNG, IF Yol UNDERSTAND HOW 300 WORKS ON AN
ABSTRACT LEVEL AS IM LETTERING, YOU ARE THAT MUCH FARTHER
BHEAD THAM IF ¥OU LEARM IT OMLY OM A LEVEL THAT CAM BE
VERIFIED Y COMPARING WITH A& REAL LIFE EXAMPLE, AND, OF
COURSE, KIDS ALMOST UNWERSALLY THIME THAT GRAFETI 15 THE
COCAEST THING EVER, 50 THEY ARE EAGER TO LEARM,

BS: As THE CULTURE OF GRAFFM SPREADS EVEM MAORE RAPIDLY,
HAS THE CULTURE OF SRAFFTI CHANGEDT HAS 1T HAD ANY

ADDMICNST MORECVER, HOW THE GRAFFTI SCEME M THE WIDER
WORLD DIFFERENT FROM BosToN?

CALEE: "W WORKING OM A PROJECT HOW WHICH IMVOLVES
IMERVIEAN MG & LOT OF OLDER MYC PIONEER WRITERS, SOME
OF WHOM HAD QUIT WRTING BY THE TIME | was porM = 1974,
AMD 1N TALEING WITH THESE PEDMEERS OF THIS GREAT MCWVEMENT
AMD ART FORM, 'S CERTAINLY HARD NOT TO SEE HOW GREATLY
THE CULTURE HAS CHAMGED. BuT YOU CAN'T ROMANTICEE AN
ER& YOU AREN'T LIWING IM OR RECREATE OME, YOU CAN ONLY
BE A RESPECTAIL STUDENT OF HETORY AND DO THE BEST WORK
¥OU CAM M THE ERA M WHICH YOU UVE: THAT'S WHAT THEY
WERE DCIMG AND THAT 5 WHAT THE BEST OF TODAY ARE DDING.
BoSTON, UKE AMY CITY, HAS TS GRAFATESPECIFIC PECULARITIES
AMD INSULAR ELEMENTS, AS WELL AS A HISTORY THAT WAS SHAPED
BY IT3 WIDER URBAM HISTORY AMD DEMOSRAPHICS. AND a3 |
WRITE THES, IT'S SHOWING. OOF,

BS: WHaT B YOUR VIEW ON THE BIS QUESTIONS «E GRAFFMI
VAMDALEM ©OR ARTY

Caler: ITIsH'T A BIG CUESTION,

BS: Do you HAYE ANY LAST COMMENTS BEFORE BMDING THIS
IMTERVIEW 7

CALER: | WOULD LIKE T PLUS MY NEW BOOK. CRILER MEELON'S
Book oF AWESOME 15 & NEW RELEASE FROM GINGKD PRESS,
AMD IT 1§ A& COLLECTION OF THE ARTWORE |"VE DOME IM GALLERIES
AMD IN THE STREETS AROUMD THE WORLD FOR THE PAST [OZEM
YEARS.

BS: SHour ours?

Caler: FERDIMAND,
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